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runaways. The most notorious of their leaders was Michael
Howe, generally entitled the 'King of the Rangers.' He
waged war upon the scattered settlements, and became such
a terror that many isolated farmers and their families had to
desert their homes and remove for safety to the towns. The
evil demanded the sternest measures of justice, and Governor
Arthur proclaimed martial law throughout the colony, and
executed more than a hundred bushrangers within a period of
two years.

For ten years preceding 1830 New South Wales was also
notorious for the number of its bushrangers, and a stringent
Act had to be passed for the punishment of this class of crime.
In the Bathurst district fifty armed men fought regular
engagements with the police and ravaged the property of the
settlers with the utmost audacity, until they were captured by
a regiment of soldiers sent down from Sydney. Ten men
were executed, and this severe lesson checked the wholesale
character of these crimes, but for many years small parties of
bushrangers still continued their outrages.

One of the most famous achievements of these wild days in
Australia was the capture of the gold escort from the Mclvor
gold-field. A very valuable load of gold-dust was being con-
veyed to Melbourne under the guard of a body of mounted
police. At one part of the road there was a sudden bend. A
fallen tree brought the escort to a standstill until the obstruc-
tion could be removed. Suddenly from above the bank a
volley of rifle-shots rang out, wounding several of the horses.
The escort was caught in a trap, but they pluckily emptied
their revolvers in the direction from whence the shots had
come, although nothing could be seen except the thick bushes.
Then another volley was fired, and several of the police were
seriously wdunded, A maa named Warner, who was in com-
mand of the escort, galloped off to caU for a rescue, and
succeeded in making his escape, although a bullet reached his
horse. Meanwhile, however, a:dozen bushrangers jumped
down from the steep bank, and while -some held the horses*